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CONFIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 1112 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, SCUL, IZ, XF, PLO 

SUBJECT: IRAQI CONTRIBUTION TO BIRZEIT UNIVERSITY 
REF: (A) BAGHDAD 0882 (NOTAL), (B) BAGHDAD 0954 (NOTAL). 

1 . IRAQ NEWS AGENCY OF MAY 24 ANNOUNCED THAT GOVERNMENT 
WILL CONTRIBUTE 35,000 DINARS ($120,000) TO BIRZEIT UNIVER- 
SITY ON THE WEST BANK. 

2. COMMENT: IRAQI DECISION TO SUPPORT AN INSTITUTION IN 
OCCUPIED TERRITORIES IS FIRST CONCRETE EXAMPLE OF SHIFT 
IN IRAQI POLICY SUGGESTED IN REFTELS. PREVIOUS STAND HAS 
BEEN TO CHANNEL AID TO FEDAYEEN GROUPS ONLY. IT APPEARS 
THAT IRAQ IS SEEKING BROADER TIES WITH PALESTINIANS THAN 
WHAT ITS REJECTION FRONT ALLIES CAN OFFER. 
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